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Mt Elgon is an extinct volcanic mountain at the Kenya-Uganda border. It is the 
oldest among the East African mountains formed about 24 million years ago. Today, 
it is the eighth highest but is believed to have once been the highest peak in Africa.

The first step in effective conservation and sustainable use of  natural resources 
is acknowledging their existence. Plants form part of  the most fundamental 
natural resources. This study reports an expansive checklist of  the flora of  Mt 
Elgon comprising of  1709 taxa (1589 species, 75 subspecies and 45 varieties) 
in 673 genera from 131 families. The plant taxa were classified into five classes 
namely: Magnoliopsida making 72% of  the total number of  species, Liliopsida, 
23%, Polypodiopsida 4%, Lycopodiopsida 0.4%, and Pinopsida 0.2%. Species 
rich families recorded include; Asteraceae, Fabaceae, Orchidaceae, and Poaceae. 
There are 144 exotic species while 103 species were locally or regionally endemic. 
Taxa conservation status indicated 2 Near Threatened (NT), 9 Vulnerable (VU), 
4 Endangered (EN) and 2 Critically Endangered (CR) species. One new species 
(Peponium elgonense) of  the family Cucurbitaceae was reported to science.

This study provides a comprehensive plant species-list that broadens the 
scope of  possible ecological and phylogenetic studies in this region.
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speaking colleague (if author(s) is/are 
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with precision, clarity, and economy: 
use the active voice and first person 
whenever appropriate. 
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include links to other Internet re-
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citations Within thE tExt. Citations 
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citations of puBlic rEsourcE da-
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all appropriate datasets, images, and 
information to be deposited in pub-
lic resources. Please provide the rele-
vant accession numbers (and version 
numbers, if appropriate). Examples 
of such databases include, but are 
not limited to:
• IPNI (www.ipni.org)
• Morphbank (www.morphbank.net)

• Genbank (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.
gov/Genbank)

• BOLD (www.barcodinglife.org)
Providing accession numbers to data 
records stored in global data aggrega-
tors allows us to link your article to 
established databases, thus integrat-
ing it with a broader collection of 
scientific information. Please hyper-
link all accession numbers through 
the text or list them directly after the 
References in the online submission 
manuscript.
intErnational codE of nomEncla-
turE for alGaE, funGi, and plants. 
Phyto Keys will publish papers that 
strictly adhere the rules of the last edi-
tion of the International Code of No-
menclature for algae, fungi, and plants. 
Descriptions of new taxa (species and 
below) should include the following: 
1) a short Latin diagnosis followed by a 
full description in English, 2) an illus-
tration (line drawing or photograph) 
clearly showing the diagnostic charac-
ters, 2) a comparison of the new taxon 
with related taxa, a diagnostic key to 
identification of species-group mem-
bers, or at least to the closest relatives is 
highly desirable and may be requested 
by the editors 3) a discussion of the 
distinctive morphological character-
istics, ecology, geography, and/or re-
productive biology, and 4) a statement 
on preliminary [at least] conservation 
status for the taxon being described.
opEn accEss fEEs. Publication fees 
in open access journals ensure a 
barrier-free distribution of your pa-
per at no charge for the readers and 
include costs involved in processing, 
formatting, publishing, indexing and 
archiving your paper.

The journal charges Open Ac-
cess Publication Fee. Please visit the 
"Article Processing Charges" sec-
tion at http://phytokeys.pensoft.net/
about#ArticleProcessingCharges to 
learn more of our discount and waiv-
er policies.
printEd VErsion. Offprints and 
printed issues of the journal can be 
purchased additionally (see journal’s 
website). For standing orders/sub-
scriptions please contact the Manag-
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