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The Solanum elaeagnifolium clade (part of  Solanum subgenus Leptoste-
monum) contains five species of  small, often rhizomatous, shrubs 
from deserts and dry forests in North and South America. Mem-
bers of  the clade were not thought to be related and were classified 
by previous authors in a variety of  sections. The group is sister to 
the species-rich monophyletic Old World clade of  spiny solanums. 
The species of  the group have an amphitropical distribution, with 
three species in Mexico and the southwestern United States and 
three species in Argentina. Solanum elaeagnifolium itself  occurs in both 
North and South America, and is a noxious invasive weed in dry 
areas worldwide. Members of  the group are highly variable mor-
phologically, and this variability has led to much synonymy, particu-
larly in the widespread S. elaeagnifolium. We review taxonomic history, 
morphology, relationships and ecology of  these species; we provide 
keys for their identification, descriptions, full synonymy (including 
designations of  lectotypes and neotypes) and nomenclatural notes. 
Illustrations, distribution maps and preliminary conservation assess-
ments are provided for all five species.
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use the active voice and first person 
whenever appropriate. 
WEB (htMl) links. Authors may 
include links to other Internet re-
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numbers, if appropriate). Examples 
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Providing accession numbers to data 
records stored in global data aggrega-
tors allows us to link your article to 
established databases, thus integrat-
ing it with a broader collection of 
scientific information. Please hyper-
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references in the online submission 
manuscript.
intErnational codE of Botanical 
nomEnclaturE. Phyto Keys will 
publish papers that strictly adhere 
the rules of the last edition of the 
International Code of Botanical No-
menclature. Descriptions of new taxa 
(species and below) should include 
the following: 1) a short Latin diag-
nosis followed by a full description in 
English, 2) an illustration (line draw-
ing or photograph) clearly showing 
the diagnostic characters, 2) a com-
parison of the new taxon with related 
taxa, a diagnostic key to identification 
of species-group members, or at least 
to the closest relatives is highly desir-
able and may be requested by the edi-
tors 3) a discussion of the distinctive 
morphological characteristics, ecol-
ogy, geography, and/or reproductive 
biology, and 4) a statement on pre-
liminary [at least] conservation status 
for the taxon being described.
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barrier-free distribution of your pa-
per at no charge for the readers and 
include costs involved in processing, 
formatting, publishing, indexing and 
archiving your paper.

The journal charges Open Access 
Publication Fee of EURO 15 per page 
for papers of less than 100 printed 
pages. Please visit the "Discounts 
and Waivers" section at http://www.
phytokeys.com to learn more of our 
discount and waiver policies.
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