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On 29 July 2017 in the closing session of the XIX International Botanical Congress 
held in Shenzhen, China, nearly 7,000 plant scientists from 77 countries unanimously 
endorsed a statement to focus their research and educational efforts on finding solu-
tions to the growing problems of “environmental degradation, unsustainable resource 
use, and biodiversity loss.” This moment was the culmination of a seven-day confer-
ence that brought together botanists from around the world to discuss and share their 
latest exciting research findings on a wide range of topics across the plant sciences. Yet, 
in addition to the scientific advances being communicated, an awareness and recog-
nition was pervasive and much discussed throughout the week of the IBC that our 
planet is changing in substantial ways that will affect the social, political, and economic 
frameworks of our lives into the foreseeable future. And all agreed that these immense 
changes are the result of unbridled human activities.

The Shenzhen Declaration, conceived and composed by a broadly representative 
group of scientists, aims to raise the awareness of botanists to the accelerating rate of 
environmental change around the globe. More importantly it calls on them to make a 
commitment to take action now in both their lifestyles and their research programs to 
find solutions before an environmental threshold is crossed that will inevitably lead to 

PhytoKeys 86: 1–2 (2017)

doi: 10.3897/phytokeys.86.20712

http://phytokeys.pensoft.net

Copyright W. John Kress and Sandra Knapp. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 
(CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

EDITORIAL

Launched to accelerate biodiversity research

A peer-reviewed open-access journal

mailto:s.knapp@nhm.ac.uk
https://doi.org/10.3897/phytokeys.86.20712
https://doi.org/10.3897/phytokeys.86.20712
http://phytokeys.pensoft.net
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


W. John Kress & Sandra Knapp  /  PhytoKeys 86: 1–2 (2017)2

irreversible degradation of our societies, natural habitats, and biodiversity. Although 
many scientists believe that humanity and the planet may have already crossed that 
threshold, the authors of the Declaration and the botanists who have endorsed it be-
lieve that time still exists for answers to be found and implemented. However, that 
time is short.

The seven priorities outlined in the Declaration range broadly from  increased ac-
tion by scientific communities, more cooperation and integration across disciplines, 
the implementation of new technologies, valuing local and traditional knowledge, to 
greater engagement with the public. Realizing and achieving these priorities will be 
a major challenge that will require re-orienting research agendas and new resources. 
However, the enthusiastic response to the Declaration by the thousands of plant scien-
tists in Shenzhen suggests that the botanical community now has a solid and inspiring 
roadmap for the future.  If we are to successfully build a green and sustainable Earth, 
all scientists and citizens, not just botanists, should carefully read, study, and take steps 
to participate in collective action to make the seven priorities of the Shenzhen Declara-
tion a reality for our common future.
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