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Figure 2. Dynamic webpage (taxon profile) of the the English oak (Quercus robur L. ) generated “on the 
fly” by the Pensoft Taxon Profile tool (PTP, http://ptp.pensoft.eu)



Fast, linked, and open – the future of taxonomic publishing for plants ... 11

Editorial policies, focus and scope

The editorial policy of PhytoKeys will be based on the following principles:
•	 High quality of published papers, controlled by an eminent editorial board 

and rigorous peer-review process;
•	 Open access to all published content ensuring the widest possible barrier-free 

distribution of works at no charge for readers;
•	 Author copyright and distribution under the Creative Commons Attribution 

3.0 license;
•	 Quick turn-around time, ranging between 3–6 weeks for review and 1–2 

weeks for publication, after manuscript acceptance;
•	 Online submission and editorial management system, professional review and 

editorial assistance, typesetting, proofreading and publication;
•	 No limit in manuscript length; large revisionary works, checklists, catalogues, 

etc. will be published as special journal issues in the form of separate monographs 
with assigned ISBN numbers as well as the standard ISSN of the journal;

•	 Publication in four different formats: (1) high-resolution, full-colour print 
version (2) PDF identical to the printed version; (3) HTML to provide links to 
external resources and semantic enhancements to published texts for interactive 
reading, and (4) XML version for archiving in PubMedCentral thus providing 
a machine-readable copy of the content to facilitate future data mining;

•	 Continuous development and implementation of cutting-edge publishing 
technologies: XML-based editorial work flow and mark up process, data pub-
lication and various semantic Web 2.0 enhancements, such as linking of all 
taxon names to external sources (e.g., GBIF, EOL, IPNI, etc.), as well as link-
ing references to the Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) and other biblio-
graphic sources, gene sequences to Genbank and so on;

•	 Submission of all new taxa to the International Plant Name Index (IPNI) 
within a few days of publication;

•	 Automatically generated dynamic web pages for all taxonomic names mentioned 
within a publication, by linkout to a wide array of leading biodiversity sites, 
through the Pensoft Taxon Profile (PTP) tool;

•	 Publishing of species-by-occurrence datasets under separate DOI numbers and 
indexing of published datasets with GBIF, simultaneous with the publication 
process;

•	 Data section providing automated generation and mark up of manuscripts 
from the metadata catalogue of the Global Biodiversity Information Facilities 
(GBIF);

•	 Acceptance of manuscripts automatically generated in XML files from 
databases, e.g., Scratchpads and LifeDesks web platforms;

•	 Immediate Alert Service through Email and RSS feeds to inform interested 
colleagues and organisations about your publication;

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.gbif.org/
http://www.eol.org/
http://www.ipni.org/
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genbank/
www.ipni.org
http://ptp.pensoft.eu/
http://www.gbif.org/
http://www.gbif.org/
http://scratchpads.eu/
http://www.lifedesks.org/
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•	 Immediate distribution and dissemination of your publication to scientific 
databases, indices and search engines (ISI Web of Knowledge, Google Scholar, 
CABI Abstracts, DOAJ, and others);

•	 Archiving of your publication, electronically and in print, in trusted (e-) 
archives and libraries, in the first case PubMedCentral.

One of the highest priority objectives of PhytoKeys will be quick coverage by ISI 
Web of Science and the assignment of an impact factor by the end of the second year 
of existence. The accumulated experience with ZooKeys gives us confidence that this 
goal is definitely achievable.

PhytoKeys will consider for publication works in taxonomy, systematics, 
biogeography, evolution, and phylogeny in the widest possible sense. Examples of such 
papers are new descriptions of taxa, if they are accompanied by proper diagnoses, keys 
and/or distinction from at least the related or similar species; taxonomic revisions of 
extant (or ‚‘recent”) and fossil plant groups; checklists and catalogues; phylogenetic 
and evolutionary analyses; plant DNA barcode analyses; papers in descriptive and/
or historical biogeography; methodology papers; data mining and literature surveys; 
monographs, conspectus, and atlases; collections of papers, Festschrift volumes, and 
conference proceedings.

Ecological papers will be considered if they treat specific taxa or as part of special 
issues on a certain topic, region or taxon. 

The following categories of papers will also be considered for publishing: original 
research articles; reviews as longer articles offering a comprehensive overview, historical 
analysis or/and future perspectives of a topic; monographs and collections of papers 
with no limit in size, published as “special issues”; data papers; short communications; 
letters and discussion papers; book reviews.

Authors and editors publishing large revisions or surveys, collection of papers, 
conference proceedings, Festschrift volumes, checklists, catalogues, etc. will benefit 
from being assigned ISBN numbers to their works, providing in this way additional 
dissemination and promotion through the book industry framework.

We are convinced that PhytoKeys will establish a new model of publishing and 
dissemination of information in botany taking advantage of the exciting possibilities 
in the application of the semantic Web. New technologies implemented in PhytoK-
eys will permit taxonomists, ecologists, conservationists and any reader anywhere to 
harvest within seconds the most essential information on a taxon, locality, or even a 
specimen, such as descriptions, images, maps, keys, gene sequences and references. A 
significant impediment to the acceleration of knowledge about the diversity of our 
planet is access to all the information accumulated during the long history of scien-
tific discoveries; information published in PhytoKeys will be free and open access for 
anyone to read and use. We are committed to enhancing access to and speeding up the 
dissemination of taxonomic knowledge, and all efforts of PhytoKeys will be directed to 
advance knowledge about plant life on Earth.

http://www.isiwebofknowledge.com/
http://scholar.google.com/
http://www.cabi.org/default.aspx?site=170&page=1016&pid=125
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
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