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The eastern, largely subtropical KwaZulu-Natal province of  South Africa 
has a varied geology, climate and topography that ranges from high 
mountain peaks to beaches lapped by the Indian Ocean, so presenting a 
vast diversity of  habitats that support a rich and diverse flora. Aloes are 
well represented throughout KwaZulu-Natal, with four genera [Aloe L., 
Aloiampelos Klopper & Gideon F.Sm., Aloidendron (A.Berger) Klopper & 
Gideon F.Sm. and Aristaloe Boatwr. & J.C.Manning] and 49 infrageneric 
taxa occurring in the province. The species range from trees that can reach 
a height of  20 m, through large, iconic single-stemmed plants, to miniatures 
of  only a few centimeters tall. Fourteen of  the aloes of  KwaZulu-Natal are 
endemic and eleven near-endemic to the province.

This paper presents a complete floristic treatment of  the aloes of  KwaZulu-
Natal in the form of  a synoptic review. Included are an identification key to 
the aloes that occur naturally in the province, morphological descriptions, 
notes on habitat, conservation status and threats to the survival of  each 
taxon, species-level distribution maps and images of  all the taxa, so 
providing for the first time, an up-to-date, illustrated account of  aloe 
occurrence in this part of  the subcontinent.
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Body Text. All papers must be in 
English, checked by a native English-
speaking colleague (if author(s) is/are 
not native English speaker(s)). Write 
with precision, clarity, and economy: 
use the active voice and first person 
whenever appropriate. 
Web (HTML) links. Authors may 
include links to other Internet re-
sources in their article. This is espe-
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section. When inserting a reference 
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http:// portion of the address.
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Citations of Public Resource Da-
tabases: It is highly recommended 
all appropriate datasets, images, and 
information to be deposited in pub-
lic resources. Please provide the rele-
vant accession numbers (and version 
numbers, if appropriate). Examples 
of such databases include, but are 
not limited to:
•	 IPNI (www.ipni.org)

•	 Morphbank (www.morphbank.net)
•	 Genbank (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.

gov/Genbank)
•	 BOLD (www.barcodinglife.org)
Providing accession numbers to data 
records stored in global data aggrega-
tors allows us to link your article to 
established databases, thus integrat-
ing it with a broader collection of 
scientific information. Please hyper-
link all accession numbers through 
the text or list them directly after the 
References in the online submission 
manuscript.
International Code of Nomencla-
ture for algae, fungi, and plants. 
PhytoKeys will publish papers that 
strictly adhere the rules of the last edi-
tion of the International Code of No-
menclature for algae, fungi, and plants. 
Descriptions of new taxa (species and 
below) should include the following: 
1) a short Latin diagnosis followed by a 
full description in English, 2) an illus-
tration (line drawing or photograph) 
clearly showing the diagnostic charac-
ters, 2) a comparison of the new taxon 
with related taxa, a diagnostic key to 
identification of species-group mem-
bers, or at least to the closest relatives is 
highly desirable and may be requested 
by the editors 3) a discussion of the 
distinctive morphological character-
istics, ecology, geography, and/or re-
productive biology, and 4) a statement 
on preliminary [at least] conservation 
status for the taxon being described.
Open Access Fees. Publication fees 
in open access journals ensure a 
barrier-free distribution of your pa-
per at no charge for the readers and 
include costs involved in processing, 
formatting, publishing, indexing and 
archiving your paper.

The journal charges Open Ac-
cess Publication Fee. Please visit the 
"Article Processing Charges" sec-
tion at http://phytokeys.pensoft.net/
about#ArticleProcessingCharges to 
learn more of our discount and waiv-
er policies.
Printed Version. Offprints and 
printed issues of the journal can be 
purchased additionally (see journal’s 
website). For standing orders/sub-
scriptions please contact the Manag-
ing Editor.
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