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Abstract
The genus Distephanus is native to Madagascar, the Mauritius, central and southern Africa, Yemen (So-
cotra Island), and China. The majority of the diversity is found in Madagascar. Here we provide new 
combinations for nine species of Vernonia that belong in Distephanus, all from Madagascar. All of the 
species were formerly placed in the large genus Vernonia, now greatly reduced.
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Introduction

As we continue to emerge from the “Dark Ages of Lumping” it should come as no 
surprise to any student of the Compositae that morphological and molecular data are 
being used (separately and together) to address generic limits. As a result we are see-
ing the breakup of many large non-monophyletic genera. In one such case, the genus 
Vernonia Schreb., of the tribe Vernonieae, has shrunk to about 20 species from North 
America and the remaining 1000 or so species from that genus are in the process of 
being assigned to other genera. Many of these “new” genera were previously described 
and subsequently sunk into Vernonia, but others needed new names and descriptions. 
An overview of the tribe was presented by Keeley and Robinson (2009) and major 
overhauls have taken place for the Americas (Robinson 1999), China (Robinson and 
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Skvarla 2010), Thailand (Bunwong et al. 2014) and Southern Africa (Swelankomo 
and Manning 2014; Robinson et al. 2016). Still awaiting work are the Vernonieae of 
Madagascar, tropical Africa, India, and SE Asia.

As part of a larger more comprehensive work on the Vernonieae of Madagascar 
this effort concerns the establishment of proper limits for the genus Distephanus Cass. 
Described by Cassini based on a type removed from Conyza (Astereae), Distephanus 
has long been recognized as distinctive (trees, shrubs or woody vines; yellow or orange 
flowers; tri-nervate leaf venation) even when it was considered part of Vernonia (herbs 
or subshrubs; purple, pink or white flowers; pinnate leaf venation). In addition to the 
type species three other species were described in Distephanus and therefore do not 
need to be transferred and a number of combinations have already been made: 24 by 
Robinson and Kahn (1986), one by Robinson (2009), two by Robinson (2012), one 
by Robinson and Funk (in Funk et al. 2012) and one by Boon and Glen (2013) for 
a total of 33 species currently in Distephanus. However, because of a lack of available 
herbarium material some of the Madagascar species names were left as Vernonia. Af-
ter examining herbarium material from the Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle 
(P), nine additional combinations can now be made. The following combinations are 
needed at this time because of upcoming entries in GenBank and determinations on 
specimens from a recent field trip in September-October of 2016. Descriptions and 
synonomy can be found in Humbert (1960: Volume 1, 121–171). With these addi-
tions, the number of species in Distephanus now stands at 42 with possible new species 
to be described based on material collected during the aforementioned field trip.

Vernonia species from Madagascar transferred into Distephanus

Distephanus bakeri (Vatke) V.A.Funk & H.Robinson, comb. nov.
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161439-1

Vernonia bakeri Vatke. Bremen Abh. Natuewiss. Vereins Bremen 9: 119. 1885.

Distephanus capuronii (Humbert) V.A.Funk & H.Robinson, comb. nov.
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161440-1

Vernonia capuronii Humbert, Mem. Inst. Sci. Madagascar, Sér. B., Bíol. Veg. 6: 152. 1955.

Distephanus grevei (Drake) V.A.Funk & H.Robinson, comb. nov.
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161442-1

Vernonia grevei Drake. Bull. Soc. Bot. France 46: 240. 1900 [dt. 1899; publ. early1900]

http://ipni.org/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161439-1
http://ipni.org/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161440-1
http://ipni.org/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161442-1


Nine species from Madagascar are moved from Vernonia to Distephanus... 91

Distephanus ibityensis (Humbert) V.A.Funk & H.Robinson, comb. nov.
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161443-1

Vernonia ibityensis Humbert, Notul. Syst. (Paris) 13(4): 313. 1949 [dt. Apr 1948; 
publ. early 1949]

Distephanus poissonii (Humbert) V.A.Funk & H.Robinson, comb. nov.
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161444-1

Vernonia poissonii Humbert, Notul. Syst. (Paris) 8(1): 6. 1939.

Distephanus polytricholepis (Baker) V.A.Funk & H.Robinson, comb. nov.
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161445-1

Vernonia polytricholepis Baker, J. Linn. Soc., Bot. 21: 415. 1885

Distephanus quartziticola (Humbert) V.A.Funk & H.Robinson, comb. nov.
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161446-1

Vernonia quartziticola Humbert, Notul. Syst. (Paris) 13(4): 305. 1949 [dt. Apr 1948; 
publ. early 1949]

Distephanus rhodopappus (Baker) V.A.Funk & H.Robinson, comb. nov.
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161447-1

Vernonia rhodopappa Baker. J. Linn. Soc., Bot. 22: 487. 1887

Distephanus spiciformis (Klatt) V.A.Funk & H.Robinson, comb. nov.
urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:77161448-1

Vernonia spiciformis Klatt. Ann. Nat. Hofmus. Wien 7: 296. 1892
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